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On September 2, before he left Prague, Charles
wrote to Duke Leopold: "To justify your fatherly
pride and without flattery I can truthftdly say that this
young gentleman is quite remarkable for one so young
in years ; he is clever in everything he does, his manners
are good, he is obedient. You can thank God for him,
and it is obvious, dear cousin, that he was brought up
under your constant care and supervision. I can assure
you that he is loved and admired by every one/ and it
is my greatest anxiety lest he is not waited on sufficiently
here and that he will remain healthy. I have therefore
taken the liberty of telling the doctor all about his
special needs. Then I am worried lest he find life dull
with us; I have also advised his regular studies to be
continued, as this is very necessary for young people/'
When Duke Leopold had read this outburst of
enthusiasm he undoubtedly expected a definite proposal
of marriage for his son. Charles, however, sentimental
though he was about the lad, was obviously determined
not to commit himself, and he continued his letter in
general phrases of friendship—phrases which could be
interpreted as veiled proposals, but which contained
nothing definite.
"My dearest cousin/' Charles wrote to Leopold on
another occasion, " we are such close friends, we are
really related, we were educated together; besides, my
personal affection and respect for you are so great that
I believe (though it does not yet seem quite time) that
I shall in the future trust and confide in you even more,
and you must know that I am your faithful cousin.
The best means to maintain our friendship would be to
unite our families even more closely; for a long time
this has been my intention and my plan; and I shall .
not change my mind, especially as I think I can assume •>

